Hague Bar Primary School

Headteacher: Mrs. S. A. Kennedy
Lower Hague

Tel/Fax: 01663 762203
New Mills

Email: info@haguebar.derbyshire.sch.uk
Derbyshire

Web: www.haguebar.derbyshire.sch.uk
SK22 3AP

NEWSLETTER – September 2010

Dear Parents/Carers,

Well if that was summer, you’ve had it!  I hope you managed to enjoy some family time despite the weather. 

My holidays were spent waiting for results about a Degree, then A levels and then GCSEs. Yet it seems like only yesterday I faced that first daunting day when I released my precious first born to the clutches of a reception teacher.  So, a special welcome goes to our new children in Haddon and new parents embarking on the long haul through school life.  You will be attending a Graduate ceremony before you know it!

Welcome, too, to our new member of staff Miss Wilson, in Hardwick.  Welcome back to Mrs Garside who will be teaching in Haddon until Miss Turner is well enough to return.

As usual, the first Newsletter of the year is lengthy but important.  Please make sure you keep the important Dates for Diaries sheet.  Unfortunately we have not yet received our sporting fixtures for the year, so we will have to send them at a later date.  Some dates may have to change because of circumstances beyond our control, but we will always try to give you notice if this happens.

Also attached to this newsletter is information on Privacy Notices and a number of return forms. 

Swimming
We have a new swimming program starting on Monday 20th September until Friday 3rd December. This year we have been allocated a session on Mondays from 2.15pm – 2.45pm and all children in Years 4 – 6 will take part.  Our swimming teacher Mrs Turnbull will accompany them there on the coach.  Unfortunately there is no coach available to return the children to school, despite the fact that we are paying for it!  After some negotiations the authority have agreed to give us an extra 15 minutes in the water free and a reduction to the school transport bill.  Children will therefore swim until 3pm. Unfortunately this means you will need to collect your child from New Mills Leisure Centre or make arrangements and give permission for them to walk home.  Please pick up your children PROMPTLY from the pool by 3.15pm, as my staff still have to return to school. If your swimming child has younger siblings please collect the swimmer FIRST, as it is much easier for us to keep hold of children at school where we have more staff available.  You will also be able to park in the school car park at that time when you come to collect!

School Photographs 

Individual school photographs will be taken from 09.00am on Monday 20th September.  Siblings will be photographed together unless you request otherwise.  Pre-school siblings can be brought into school at 08.50am if you wish them to be photographed.

New Mills Carnival

We have been invited to attend the Carnival presentation evening and I am hopeful that we may be successful in our bid for a financial contribution from the carnival committee for one of our ongoing projects.  Watch this space…

September changes
We have made some changes to the curriculum that will be explained in a separate letter. We have also changed the arrangements for the start of the school day.  The new KS1 playground, and all of the associated play equipment, is out of bounds before school, as cars will be entering the car park.  Reception children and Hardwick KS1 children will be allowed to go straight into their classrooms to play at 08.40am.  Staff will be on duty at this time both in school and out. KS2 Hardwick and Hassop children will be allowed to play out in the large playground.  This should lead to a much calmer and quicker start to school, as it will ease congestion in the cloakrooms.  When the bell sounds in the playground, 08.50 am, KS2 children will stop and on a second bell WALK directly to their classroom entrance for registration. 

Please DO NOT drop your child before 08.40am, as they will not be supervised!  The new gates will be closed when Miss Needham comes off the morning crossing and will not be reopened until 15.00pm. Parents collecting from After school clubs may use our playground/car park, with care! On no account must parents or children use the drive for pedestrian access at any time.

Parking/ Walking Bus

The police have informed me that they will once again be patrolling the road outside school and intend to prosecute those found to be breaking the Highway Code. Please note that includes those persistent offenders who pull up on the zigzag lines, park on the pavement, park in the bus stop, park on the bend and park across the drives belonging to residents.

Please try and support our healthy walking bus by parking in the car park on Waterside Rd and strolling to school with your child.  It really is an excellent way to start the day for everyone – and SO much safer for all concerned. If you are at the car park by 08.30am you will arrive at school at the perfect time and gain 20 minutes exercise.  Alternatively if you have an older child, try to encourage their independence and let them walk alone with the Bus. 

Please complete the form attached at the end of the newsletter if you can help with the bus and have not already volunteered.

British Food Fortnight 18 Sept – 3 Oct

Our catering service is joining forces with Food for Life and holding a Roast Dinner Day on Wednesday 29th Sept. in an attempt to get a place in the Guinness World Records.  If any Parent or Grandparent would like to join us for lunch that day, price £2.50; please complete the return at the end of this letter.  Places may be limited so it is first come first served.

I am also hoping to host an English Breakfast during the fortnight, date to be confirmed.  For £1.50p children and adults alike can come for Sausage /or Bacon and Beans and Toast, with tea, coffee, fruit juice or milk.  For any information on our lovely school lunches please visit www.myschoollunch.co.uk/derbyshire 

Stockport County Football

County wish to forge a new relationship with us and will be running a football training club at school every Friday from 17th Sept to 22nd Oct at 3.15 – 4.30pm, and also from 11 March – 15th April.  Ask for a form from the office if you have not already received one.

They will also be conducting a Skills Challenge on Tues 24th May.  A County player will visit school for the afternoon on Wed. 17th Nov to work with the children.  There will be free tickets for a match in the January term and they will offer coaching from 11–3pm during our Inset day 6th June 2011.

Clubs

We will be running the following clubs this term from week beginning 13th September.

	Monday
	Craft.

Yrs 1 – 3 
	Mrs Cowell/
Mrs Garside/
Mrs Owens.
	3.15–4.15

till Xmas only.

Haddon

	Tuesday
	Family Fun Night

0 – 11yr olds (plus parent)
	Mrs Kennedy/
Mrs Cowell.
	5.15–6.15pm

from Xmas.

Hall

	Wednesday
	Cooking – all yrs.
	Miss Wilson/
Mrs Railton
	3.15–4.15

Activity Room

	Thursday
	Recorders – children/adults
	Mr Irwin
	3.15–4.15 Hassop

	Friday
	Football – All yrs.
	Stockport County
	3.15–4.30

Playground/Hall


· Recorder Group starts from Thursday 23rd September.

· There will be a Craft club for Yr 4 - 6 from Xmas on a Wednesday.

· NB. There will be a nominal charge for Craft and Cooking to cover materials.

· Unlike many other schools our clubs will run throughout the Autumn term – however children will need to be collected once the nights draw in after half term.

Family French – I have approached Mrs Price to run a French club for us after school.  This would start from Nov 1st following her return from France.  We would like to run a possible two classes open to both children and the whole school community (parents, staff, govs, neighbours).  Children would be free, but we would have to charge for adults.  Obviously if we do not get enough uptake by adults then neither club will be financially viable.  There would be a beginner’s class for children and adults and an intermediate class for those adults with some basic language skills who would like to extend their knowledge or simply ‘brush up’.  The clubs would run in 5 week blocks and would cost £10 per adult (in advance).  Extremely cheap language tuition I am sure you agree!  The course content would very much centre around fun and conversation (no written work!).  It would be tuition in ‘holiday’ French and be topic based i.e. eating out, travel, journeys, shopping etc.  The day has yet to be decided. Please fill in the form attached to register your interest so that we can judge the demand. 

High Fives –There is an information poster on display in the hall window about High Fives for under 12’s at Buxton.  Registration forms are held in the office.

Text messaging

All our routine and urgent messages will be sent out using our new Text Messaging Service, for which the PTA has kindly offered to pay.  This will save a fortune in both our phone bill and Gill’s time.  Hopefully parents will find it a much quicker and more secure messaging method than relying on paper and children as postmen!  It will only work if we have an up to date Mobile number for you all.  Please send in your details if you think we might not have – better to have it twice than not at all.  Please make sure it is a number you use and will check regularly.  This is most important if we use it for the Snowline, or I have to close the school.  Thanks.  

Governors
I will shortly be sending out information sheets about the post of parent governor. We have two posts available for election. If you think you may be interested please make sure you watch out for the nomination papers. 

Suggestions

I am very aware, that as a teaching head, I am not always readily available for as many conversations with parents as I would like. Unfortunately just before and after school I am often distracted by ‘other duties’. To try and address this situation I will be placing a ‘Suggestions’ box in the back of the Hall. Children and adults alike are welcome to post any ideas they have that would benefit the school. If you leave your name I will endeavour to contact you to discuss your ideas in greater detail.

Trips

Early warning – we are hoping to organise our first whole school trip on Friday 1st October. Years 2-6 will be heading up Kinder in the expert hands of Mr Irwin and his Ranger colleagues. Reception and Yr1 will spend the day in Lyme Park with those with bad backs and knees! More details to follow – but we are hoping you can help us by delivering and collecting your children to a destination to be confirmed.

…And finally

Just a reminder that we all look forward to seeing you at our 'Well Done’ Celebration assemblies at 2.40pm every Friday afternoon. Everyone welcome.

Yours sincerely,

Sue Kennedy

Head teacher.

Please return the whole page, even if you only complete one section.
Name of Child: ...............................................         Class: ..........................................
I give my permission for my child to attend the following club(s)

.........................................................................................................................................
I accept I am responsible for their journey home.

Signature…………………………………………Date…………………..

I would like to volunteer to help on the walking bus on …………………………morning and/or. ………………………………afternoon.

Signature………………………………………….Date…………………………………

My contact mobile number I would like school to use for messages is

…………………………………………………………………………….

Name…………………………………………………………..

I would like to express interest in attending a French Club after school. (Day to be confirmed)

Name………………………………………………..Date……………………………

Child

Adult beginner

Adult intermediate

Please indicate if more than one adult would attend.

I wish to book a Roast Dinner on Wednesday Sept 29th.

Child name…………………………………………….at a cost of £1.85 each

Adult name(s)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………at a cost of £2.50 each.

I enclose ……………………………..

Signed ………………………………
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